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The BCHR Network is pleased to present the BCHR Update 
Newsletter, which provides a host of insights into the work of the 
network and its members. The main purpose of this newsletter 
is to a) share information about the work of the network and its 
members to a wider audience, and b) to strengthen co-operation 
and co-ordination between the network members themselves 
and with other interested parties.  

• Click  here  to learn more about the BCHR Network.

• Click  here  for a complete list of the BCHR Network members

The BCHR Network

http://www.networkbchr.org/
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!join-the-network/c24vq
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Network Announcements

We are pleased to announce a new section in our newsletter aimed at 
describing the aims and activities of our member organisations. The 
newsletter is delighted to showcase its  work in the new “Members in 
Focus” section.
Interested organisations are requested to send us a brief summary of 
their aims and activities together with the link to any public material 
available related to the network fields of work. 
To contribute to this section, please contact us at: 
maria.prandi@networkbchr.org

• Register here to become a member of the network.
• Click here to know more about the network.

mailto:maria.prandi%40networkbchr.org?subject=BCHR%20Newsletter
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!join-the-network/c24vq
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!the-network/cqn6
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Network Announcements Other announcements

A. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS, CALL FOR PAPERS.
• Righting Remedy Project’s survey
Organized by: The International Corporate Accountability Roundtable (ICAR) and the Centre for Research 

on Multinational Corporations (SOMO) 
ICAR and SOMO announce an invitation to participate in the “Righting Remedy Project’s” survey on judicial 
and non-judicial practitioner collaboration to support victims of business related human rights abuse. The 
results of this survey will feed into a strategy document that will outline actions and recommendations for 
better collaboration between judicial and non-judicial practitioner communities and identify research and 
materials needed to facilitate it.

Learn more

B. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES
• Resource Entanglements
Date: 20 May 2016
Place: Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU
Organized by: Institute of Latin American Studies, School of Advanced Study, University of London
This one-day workshop will explore extractive economies in Latin America by focusing on two understudied 
dimensions of the resource-extraction paradigm: 1) the nuances of local level conflict and competing 
motivations inherent in extractive enterprises, and 2) the absence of any discernable conflict. These two 
objectives seek to shed light on fundamental questions about the complex and subtle interplay between 
local imaginaries, moral ambiguities, cultural exigencies and wider economic and political 

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/zvjr6ea
http://tinyurl.com/nfteyet
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• Workshops on EU Law on Business & Human Rights
Date: 06, 09, 13, 16 May
Place: Università degli Studi di Milano, Aula Crociera Alta, Via Festa del Perdono 7
Organized by: University of Milan
This conference will gather several academics who will address different current issues such as the United 
Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, national action plans and access to judicial remedies 
in Europe, the binding treaty  on business and human rights:  challenges and achievements, the European 
investment policy and the protection of human rights and responsible supply chain trough public procurement.

Please write to angelica.bonfanti@unimi.it 

C. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES

• Transnational Human Rights Litigations: Kiobel’s Touch and Concern: A 
Test Under Construction (article)
Author: Maria Chiara Marullo and Francisco Javier Zamora Cabot
In recent years, the international debate on Transnational Human Rights Litigation has mainly focused, 
although not exclusively, on the role of the Alien Tort Claims Act as a way of redress for serious Human Rights 
violations. This Act has given the possibility of granting a restorative response to victims, in a Country, such 
as the United States of America, that assumes the defense of an interest of the International Community as 
a whole: to guarantee the access to justice to the aforesaid victims. The purpose of this article is to analyze 
the recent and restrictive position on this Act of the Supreme Court of the United States, in the Kiobel 
case, and especially when, as a means of modulating the limitative doctrine affirmed there, the Touch and 
Concern test was introduced. 

Learn more

mailto:angelica.bonfanti%40unimi.it%C2%A0%0D?subject=Workshops%20
http://tinyurl.com/hgaczkw
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• Blueprint for Embedding Human Rights in Key Company Functions
Author: CSR Europe
CSR Europe guide aims to provide practical support on how to embedd human rights 
in key company functions. This is done through clarifying the concept of embedding 
human rights by breaking it down into six elements that can easily be applied to a 
business environment. A definition of each of the six elements is provided, followed 
by an overview of the current company practice around it and examples of specific 
measures and initiatives implemented by companie.

Learn more

• Addressing Forced Labor in Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining: A 
Practitioner’s Toolkit
Author: Alliance for Responsible Mining (ARM) in collaboration with Solidaridad
Artisanal and Small-scale Mining (ASM) encompasses a wide range of practices, 
from highly informal and low mechanized mining operations with predominantly 
manual work up to formal practices carried out by small but high-tech industrial 
mining operations. The toolkit is designed to help miners, civil society organizations, 
government agencies and experts identify and deal with forced labour in artisanal 
and small-scale mining communities. The toolkit includes practical tools such as 
criteria for good practice in ASM mining, as well as guides and checklists for potential 
human rights abuses. 

Learn more

State of Human Rights in the Kenyan Extractive Sector
Author: Institute for Human Rights and Business and KNCHR 
The Report is framed by the concept of “responsible business conduct,” and the 
standards that help define that conduct. The Report will not address technical operating 
standards for the extractives sector. Instead, it is grounded in the international 
standards relevant to responsible business conduct, particularly those concerning 
impacts of business on human right.

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/z3mkzeu
http://tinyurl.com/zangswu
http://tinyurl.com/z7wan8r
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International News  

BCHR Newsletter N 10 April 2016

• French Duty of Care law: Despite Business Pressure, an Important 
Step Towards Final Adoption
Date: 24 March 2016
Source: European Coalition for Corporate Justice
On Wednesday, 23 March, the French National Assembly adopted in second reading the legislative 
proposal on parent company duty of care (devoir de vigilance). The supporters of the bill have been 
under pressure in the past days, especially from the French Association of Private Enterprises and 
other business groups.

 Learn more

• Primark Ramps up Checks on Refugee Exploitation
Source: RTE News
Date: 28 March 2016
Fashion chain Primark has said it has ramped up checks on the factories it uses in Turkey to ensure Syrian 
refugees are not exploited as part of a growing company policy to ensure workers are fairly treated.

Learn more

• Canadian Miners Violating Human Rights Abroad Need Stricter 
Supervision, MP Says.
Date: 05 April 2016
Source: The Star
Liberal MP John McKay is calling for stricter oversight of Canadian mining companies abroad as 
plaintiffs increasingly look to Canadian courts to seek justice. He says the government needs to do 
more because Canadian companies operating internationally continue to be accused of violating local 
laws and human rights, despite overall improvements in the industry

Learn more

•Mexico: Danish Institute for Human Rights And Government Sign 
Agreement to Elaborate National Action Plan on Business & Human 
Rights
Date: 07 April
Source: The Danish Institute for Human Rights
The Mexican Government publicly committed to developing a National Programme for Human Rights 
and Business at the UN Annual Forum on Business and Human Rights in November 2015. Danish 
Institute for Human Rights will help Mexico live up to this commitment.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/zygm63r
http://tinyurl.com/jbggobc
http://tinyurl.com/hrpzkf3}
http://tinyurl.com/h2y9wgg
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• Colombia’s Peace Process Needs an Accountable Extractives Industry
Date: 14 April
Source: Open Society
In Colombia, Sergio Jaramillo, High Commissioner for Peace has said that a major part of any final peace 
plan will be  on territorial peace. Private companies in the mining and energy sectors will have to adapt to 
territorial peace. These sectors are highly centralized and hierarchical, but they cannot remain so if they are 
to be responsive to the people who live and work near the extractive operations.

Learn more

• UK Firm ‘Employed Former Child Soldiers’ as Mercenaries in Iraq
Date: 17 April 
Source: The Guardian
A former senior director at a British firm says that it employed mercenaries from Sierra Leone to work in 
Iraq because they were cheaper than Europeans and did not check if they were former child soldiers. James 
Ellery, who was a director of Aegis Defence Services between 2005 and 2015, said that contractors had a 
“duty” to recruit from countries such as Sierra Leone, “where there’s high unemployment and a decent 
workforce”, in order to reduce costs for the US presence in Iraq.

Learn more

• Wave of Foreign Lawsuits Against Local Miners Hits Canadian Courts
Date: 19 April
Source: Business Vancouver
Three former Eritrean mine workers claim Nevsun Resources Ltd. (TSX:NSU) was complicit in the Eritrean 
government’s use of conscripted labour and other human rights abuses at the company’s Bisha mine. 
Toronto’s HudBay Minerals Inc. (TSX:HBM) faces three separate claims, which include allegations of rape 
and murder committed by security forces acting on behalf of HudBay at Guatemala’s Fenix mine.

Learn more

• Hoima’s Poor still Seek Justice Over Relocation Plans
Date: 20 April
Source: The Observer
93 families in Hoima waiting to be resettled after their land was compulsorily acquired by government 
to pave way for the construction of the proposed oil refinery. The families that have been waiting for 
resettlement for the last three years now accuse government of backtracking on its earlier commitment to 
build all of them modern houses, where they would be relocated.

Learn more
Article by: Sharon Samuel

http://tinyurl.com/jjryxrx
http://tinyurl.com/hbd9cr4
http://tinyurl.com/jmf7nrc
http://tinyurl.com/hdnzu5j
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Blogs and Opinions
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Human Trafficking, Corporate Liability and the Courts
Several significant lawsuits addressing labour trafficking in supply chains have resolved in the past two 
months, creating important precedents in state anti-trafficking and consumer protection law as well as 
international human rights litigation

Learn more

Article by: May Boeve
How to Defend the Climate Defenders
Several environmental activists have lost their lives in different parts of the world. The author shares her 
thoughts about the latest string of violent attacks against peaceful activists standing up to the extractive 
industries and the consequences of climate change.

Learn more

• The Peace and Collaborative Development Network (PCDN)
PCDN 3.0 is the go-to-hub for the global social change community, connecting over 36,000 individuals/
organizations engaged in social entrepreneurship, development peacebuilding and related fields. We 
provide a one stop shop to inspire, connect, inform and provide the tools and resources to scale social 
change. PCDN has helped thousands of organizations and individuals around the world by offering users a 
one-stop tool. Since its founding PCDN has had over 5,000,000 visitors and 22,000,000 page views.

PCDN 3.0 has a wealth of new features to help changemakers including:  a daily digest with new and key 
opportunities, video and audio chat, over 50+ resourceguides on key topics in the field, webinars on social 
change and much more.

Please check out and share PCDN 3.0 with your colleagues #beintheknow, see http://pcdnetwork.org

http://tinyurl.com/jfbm79a
http://tinyurl.com/zv9f28a
http://pcdnetwork.org
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Campaigns

¿Is There Child Labour Behind our Mobile Phones? 

Amnesty International calls to sign a petition in order to demand from Tim Cook (CEO from Apple Inc.) 
to investigate Apple`s cobalt supply chain. (Available in Spanish)

Learn more

“Stop Brazil’s Genocide” Campaign in Olympic Year

Survival International has launched a campaign to prevent the 
annihilation of tribal peoples in Brazil to coincide with the 2016 
Olympic Games in Rio.

Learn more

Image taken from: http://tinyurl.com/jhl4dyz
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http://tinyurl.com/jhl4dyz
http://tinyurl.com/hbtnf6o
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The Network brings together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with the 
aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations reducing the human and 
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other adverse 
consequences. It also looks at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building. 

The Network reflects upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in armed 
conflicts and systematic state repression, as well as upon existing or potential responses to such 
involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and local 
efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines. 

Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/

About our Network

BCHR Newsletter N 10 April 2016
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Sharing and posting materials
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We very much welcome your comments and suggestions for how the BCHR newsletter can better 
serve the network’s needs and interests as well as those of its members. We kindly invite you to 
share this newsletter with academics, NGO and practitioners that might be interested in its content.

If you are interested in contributing to future editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to 
contact us at maria.prandi@networkbchr.org. 


