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The BCHR Network is pleased to send you the BCHR Newsletter, 
which provides a host of insights into the work of the network and 
its members. The main purpose of this newsletter is to a) share 
information about the work of the network and its members to 
a wider audience, and b) to strengthen co-operation and co-
ordination between the network members themselves and with 
other interested parties.  

• Click  here  to learn more about the BCHR Network.

The BCHR Network

http://www.networkbchr.org/
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BCHR Newsletter N 7 January 2016

Network Announcements

Current research from a number of disciplines and perspectives 
increasingly examine how companies from various sectors have 
played significant roles in armed conflicts and systematic state 
repression of human rights around the world. There is nonetheless a 
lack of transdisciplinary research projects that are able to embrace the 
complexity of the connections between range of actors involved and the 
dynamics of such conflict and repression. 

Research projects at the intersection of different disciplines are needed 
to better understand the different possible forms of business implication 
in settings of conflict and systematic repression, each actor’s range 
of involvement and the factors that positively or negatively influence 
prevention and accountability efforts. Such projects are also an appropriate 
vehicle for informing the emergence of interconnected economic, legal 
and policy frameworks that allow for more comprehensive responses 
and solutions.

Register here to become a member of the network. 
Click here to know more about the network.

http://www.networkbchr.org/
http://www.networkbchr.org/
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A. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS, CALL FOR PAPERS.

• Public Consultation on Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply 
Chains in the Garment and Footwear sector
Deadline: 10 February – 7 March 2016
The OECD is developing a Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains in the Garment and 
Footwear Sector to help enterprises identify, mitigate and account for how they address their actual 
and potential adverse impacts in their supply chains. In this context, the OECD is hosting a month-long 
public consultation on the draft Guidance. 

Learn more

B. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

• UN Guiding Principles Compliance Lab
Date: 08 March 2016
Place: Skalbakken 8a, 2720 Vanlose, Copenhagen
Organized by: Global CSR
The workshop aims to guide participants through the requirements for fully complying with the United 
Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPD´s), namely the policy commitment, 
due diligence and remediation elements. By the end of the workshop participants will have good idea 
of where to adjust or develop your CSR strategy in alignment with the UNGPD´s.

Learn more

Network Announcements Other announcements

http://mneguidelines.oecd.org/Draft-for-Consultation-Due-Diligence-Guidance-Responsible-Supply-Chains-Garment-Footwear-Sector.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/z9m3ucn
http://global-csr.com/courses/calendar/
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• Business and Human Rights Roundtable on “International Human Rights 
Law and Business: Evaluating the Impact of UNGPs”
Date: 29 March 2016
Place: George Washington University
Organized by: American Society of International Law (ASIL)
ASIL’s Human Rights Interest Group will hold a Roundtable event on Business and Human Rights. 
The Roundtable will gather academic experts and practitioners to explore the Impact of the UNGP´s. 
Interested parties are invited to attend the proceedings of the Roundtable discussion.

Learn more 

• Open Forum on Shared Responsibility for Human Rights & Global Value 
Chains
Date: 16 March 2016
Place: The European Parliament and the Renaissance Hotel (TEPR), Brussels, Belgium
Organized by: CSR Europe
CSR Europe, in close collaboration with the European Parliament and Commission, will host an event to:
• Discuss how companies embed human rights into their functions as an on-going process which 

must always favour continuous improvement over box-ticking
• Explore how sector platforms support more companies to share and build coherent processes and 

capacities
• How policy makers at national, European and international level can engage closer the business 

community to support wider impact and accelerate progress

Learn more

• Asia Regional Forum on Business and Human Rights
Date: From 19 to 20 April 2016
Place:  Doha
The Forum will discuss trends and challenges in the implementation of the Guiding Principles to promote 
dialogue and cooperation on issues linked to business and human rights.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/z6lfhhn
http://tinyurl.com/zlmnppf
http://tinyurl.com/phzkgcm
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C. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES

• Governance, Natural Resources, and Post-Conflict 
Peacebuilding 
Author: Óscar Arias Sánchez
Negotiating peace agreements, implementing humanitarian assistance, and 
developing legal frameworks are a few of the key issues involved in post-conflict 
natural resource management. What, indeed, is good governance? Contributing 
authors respond by assessing how governance should best address the cultural, social, economic, 
and political dimensions of post-conflict environments.           Learn more

• Mining For Our Minerals
Author: Global Witness
This report shows how men and women who work in the Congolese mines to fulfil 
supply international companies´ demand for tin, tungsten, tantalum and gold. 
Additionally, it tackles how the armed groups, including parts of the Congolese 
national army, have preyed on this lucrative trade to fund a brutal war in eastern 
Congo for almost 20 years, leaving over 1.4 million people displaced from their 
homes and the international efforts that have aimed to change this situation.      Learn more

• Jade: Myanmar´s “Big State Secret”
Author: Global Witness
Southeast Asia’s most notorious narcotics trafficker has become one of the most 
powerful figures in the country’s corrupt, abusive jade business, a new Global 
Witness report reveals. Building on Global Witness’ explosive recent reporting, Lords 
of Jade shows how Wei Hsueh Kang controls a range of companies licensed to exploit 
the Hpakant jade mines in conflict-affected Kachin State.         Learn more

• Glass Half Full?
Author: SOMO
A new report launched by SOMO documents the hurdles communities and workers 
face in obtaining remedy from development banks whose projects cause them 
harm. The 11 civil society organizations that authored the report, Glass Half Full? 
The State of Accountability in Development Finance, call on development banks and 
the governments that run them to strengthen their systems for providing remedy to 
those harmed by the activities financed by the banks.          Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/jeq8v8b
http://tinyurl.com/jnkemjx
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/oil-gas-and-mining/myanmarjade/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/reports/lords-jade/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/reports/lords-jade/
http://tinyurl.com/zr2g688
http://tinyurl.com/z2a98mg
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• Mercenaries Unleashed: The Brave New World of Private 
Military Security Companies
Author: War in Want
This briefing provides an update on the mercenary industry, detailing the latest 
developments in the murky world of these ‘guns for hire’. UK companies continue to 
dominate the industry, and can be found at the forefront both in the conflict zones of 
the ‘war on terror’ and in the expansion to Africa and the high seas.

Learn more

• Indigenous Peoples’ Rights and Hydro-electric Projects in Guatemala: 
The Case of the Ch’orti’ in Chiquimula
Author: Julian Burger, Monica Feria-Tinta and Claire McGregor
The report has been prepared by an independent delegation at the request of the 
Guatemalan nongovernmental organization Nuevo Día, which works with the Ch’orti’ 
communities. The delegation was invited to review the human rights impacts of the 
two proposed hydro-electric dams on the Maya Ch’orti’ communities and in so doing 
meet with and received information from all parties and interests. 

Learn more

• Emerging Unmanned Threats
Author: PAX
Armed non-state actors and terrorist groups are increasingly using ‘commercial 
off-the-shelf’ unmanned aerial vehicles; also known as ‘drones’ to support combat 
operations, a new report by PAX and Armament Research Services has found. 

Learn more

• 2016 Human Rights Outlook
Author: Verisk Maplecroft’s
The Human Rights Outlook 2016, released by risk advisory firm Verisk Maplecroft, 
draws on the company’s portfolio of global human rights data and its ongoing 
engagements with multinational business and international stakeholders. The report 
identifies the primary emerging risk areas for companies with global supply chains 
and provides strategic insight into the human rights landscape to raise awareness of 
responsible procurement practices

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/hxzsuvp
http://tinyurl.com/j8plg5n
http://www.paxforpeace.nl/media/files/pax-ares-special-report-no-2-emerging-unmanned-threats.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/zxlqwrp
http://tinyurl.com/hypbh77
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International News  

BCHR Newsletter N 8 February 2016

• Land Grabbing and Violations of Human Rights in Ethiopia
Date: January 2016
Source: Gaada
The review made by Malkamuu Jaatee, indicates the genocidal plan systematically designed by 
the TPLF regime using the unfair land use policy as a tool in Oromia and Southern Ethiopia to 
achieve the political goal of complete ownership of the land through silent eradication of the 
indigenous communities in the long-term. Genocide Watch considers Ethiopia to have already 
reached Stage 7, genocidal massacres, against many of its peoples, including the Anuak, 
Ogadeni, Oromo, and Omo tribes.

Learn more

• National Contact Point The Netherlands: Final Statement on 
Friends of the Earth Europe and Friends of the Earth Netherlands/
Milieudefensie – Rabobank
Source: OECD The Netherlands
Date: 15 January 2016
The Dutch National Contact Point published its Final Statement on the specific instance “Friends of 
the Earth Europe and Friends of the Earth Netherlands/Milieudefensie - Rabobank” on January 15th, 
2016. The final statement describes the process and outcomes of the dialogue facilitated by the NCP.

Learn more

• NGO´s Ask Government not to Grant Oil Licenses in Lake Edward Area
Source: Oil in Uganda
Date: 23 January 2016
Over sixty Ugandan and international NGOs issued a joint press statement in Kampala this week calling 
on the Uganda government to stop its plans of licensing out the Ngaji oil block at the DRC border in 
order to preserve the pristine environment of the Virunga National Park.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/ja5kphl
http://tinyurl.com/havnpzp
http://tinyurl.com/jbc6mye
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• Hidden Child Labour: How Syrian Refugees in Turkey are Supplying 
Europe with Fast Fashion
Source: The Guardian
Date: 29 January 2016
Turkey’s giant textile industry is a major supplier to Europe but remains largely unregulated, an 
estimated 60% of the total workforce is unregistered, meaning they work informally, usually without a 
contract or any employment benefits. Syrian refugees make up a particularly vulnerable section of the 
workforce. 

Learn more

• How Illegal Gold is Financing Terrorism
Source: El Espectador
Date: 01 February 2016
El Espectador, describes three typologies of exploitation and commercialization of gold used by illegal 
armed groups in Colombia. (Available in Spanish). 

  Learn more

• 4 Ex-Blackwater Contractors Appeal Convictions in Shootings
Source: Federal News Radio
Date: 01 February 2016
Four former Blackwater security contractors found guilty in a deadly Baghdad shooting appealed their 
convictions on Monday, saying a key witness against them had changed his testimony after the trial and 
that prosecutors lacked jurisdiction to even bring the case.

Learn more

• IndustriALL Demands Release of Iranian Workers
Source: industriall-Union
Date: 03 February 2016
IndustriALL Global Union is calling on the government of Iran to immediately release 28 workers from 
Khatton Abad Copper Mines arrested on 26 January.

Learn more

http://www.fairwear.org/ul/cms/fck-uploaded/documents/countrystudies/turkey/TurkeyCountryStudy2015web.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/ju9lorj
http://tinyurl.com/z6u6eet
http://tinyurl.com/zmar6x2
http://tinyurl.com/gwxp2fr
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• From Conflict to Co-Operation
Source: The Economist
Date: 06 February 2016
This article states that big miners have a better record than their critics claim. But it is up to governments to 
balance the interests of diggers, locals and the nation. The minerals bust is a reminder that governments 
should invest the windfall gains from extractive industries in areas such as infrastructure and education 
to try to develop less cyclical economic activities. But it is not a reason to put off the institutional 
changes needed to give mining a sustainable future in Latin America. 

 Learn more

• No More Conflict Minerals- EU States Need to Approve a Law that 
Stops the Suffering of Many People
Source: CIDSE
Date: 11 February 2016
CIDSE and its members call on EU leaders to agree a mandatory, comprehensive supply chain due 
diligence to put an end to conflict minerals in a new policy briefing.

               Learn more

• Algeria Shelves Shale Gas Plans Until 2022 Amid Fierce Protests 
Source: Middle East Eye
Date: 13 February 2016
Algeria has announced that its flagship plan to exploit reserves of shale gas will not begin until 2022. 
Algeria’s Prime Minister said: “Between shale gas and water, the Algerian people will choose water; you 
think the Algerian state would be crazy enough to endanger the lives of its citizens.?”

Learn more

• Signet Jewelers Adopts Policy to Promote More Openness and Trust in 
The Diamond Supply Chain
Date: 16 February 2016
Source: Cleveland
Signet Jewelers Ltd., the world’s largest diamond jewelry retailer, has launched the Signet Responsible 
Sourcing Protocol for Diamonds, designed to promote greater transparency and commitment to improving 
the integrity of the global diamond supply chain.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/hn3nh7r
http://tinyurl.com/hcapq7k
http://tinyurl.com/hgnw36k
http://tinyurl.com/hhbt452
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• Conflict-Free Mineral Exports on the Rise -Enough Project
Date: 23 February 2016
Source: The Wall Street Journal
Companies are buying fewer minerals connected to militia groups in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
according to the Enough Project, a human rights group. Enough found that armed groups control less of 
the trade in tin, tungsten and tantalum in the DRC than they did five or 10 years ago. 

Learn more

• UK Government Must Hold British Companies to Account
Date: 25 February 2016
Source: Corporate Justice
CORE and Amnesty International UK have released a joint petition calling on the UK government to do 
more to hold UK companies to account for human rights and environmental abuses. The call puts an 
emphasis on the need to reform the UK National Contact Point for the OECD Guidelines on Multinational 
Enterprises.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/hvetcfv
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/uk-government-investigate-abuses-corporate-british-companies-business-ncp-national-contact-point
http://tinyurl.com/h2hckop
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Blogs and Opinions
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Article by: Ángela Rivas Gamboa
Business and Peace: Beyond the Money
Both Colombian and international experiences show that, beyond increased revenue, the economic 
initiatives effectively contributing to peace bring about real change in the dynamics and narratives 
surrounding the conflict

Learn more

Article by: Doug Weir
Armed Conflict, Environmental Protection and the Sustainable Development Goals
Unless the international community does more to protect and restore the environment from the impact 
of armed conflict, many countries will fail to meet the Sustainable Development Goals, writes Doug Weir.

Learn more

Article by:  Gwynne Skinner
Rethinking Limited Liability of Parent Corporations for their Subsidiaries’ 
Extraterritorial Violations of Human Rights Law
In order to ensure that victims of business-related human rights and gross environmental abuses in 
countries that host transnational business are able to have the ability to seek and obtaining a remedy 
for their harm, courts should ignore the separate legal personality of parent corporations operating in 
countries with weak or corrupt judicial systems where the victims cannot otherwise obtain a remedy 
against the subsidiary, allowing corporate parents to be held liable for such harm.

Learn more

http://america.aljazeera.com/profiles/m/hilary-matfess.html
http://tinyurl.com/z8e5kkw
http://tinyurl.com/jssmprx
http://clsbluesky.law.columbia.edu/author/gwynne-skinner/
http://tinyurl.com/jry6gjt


BCHR Newsletter N 8 February 2016

14

Campaigns
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Campaigning to protect Virunga 

WWF needs your help to keep Virunga National Park free from oil 
exploration in the long-term.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/jejqj6e
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The Network will bring together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with 
the aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations reducing the human and 
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other adverse 
consequences. It will also look at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building. 

The Network will reflect upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in 
armed conflicts and systematic state repression, as well as upon existing or potential responses to such 
involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and local 
efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines. 

Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/

About our Network

BCHR Newsletter N 8 February 2016

http://www.networkbchr.org/
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Sharing and posting materials
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The Core Group of the Governance of Natural and Mineral Resources (GNMR) Network, decided to change 
the network’s name to the Justice in Mining Network. 

Please visit the facebook page to catch up with the latest news and materials regarding to fair mining: 
www.facebook.com/justiceinmining.

https://www.facebook.com/justiceinmining

